FURTHER OPERATIONS ON THE NORTH-EAST FRONTIER,              51

The assault was led by the Light Infantry company of the 54th
Foot, four companies of the 2nd Light Infantry Battalion,
and the Light Infantry companies of the 10th and 16th Native
Infantry, but notwithstanding the utmost gallantry of the troops,
the attempt failed, and after a fruitless struggle, in which every
officer was wounded, a retirement was ordered, and the force
took up a defensive position for the rest of the day.

After this failure, another reconnaissance was made, as the
result of which it was decided, while holding the enemy in front,
to direct the main attack on the hill on their right flank, which was
now discovered to be the key of the position. The next day was
spent in the construction of a battery to play on the defences of
the pass, and on the 31st, at daylight, the guns opened and main-
tained a heavy cannonade throughout the day, which effectually
checked the enemy's fire. At eight in the evening Brigadier
Richards moved off with the column for the attack of the right
flank, his force consisting of six companies of the 44th Foot, three
of the 26th, and three of the 49th Native Infantry, thirty seamen,
and thirty dismounted men of Gardener's Horse, Though there
was moonlight it was evident from the silence of the Burmese that
this movement had not been detected from the heights. The
hill was about 500 feet high, and the road by which the party
advanced was winding and precipitous. The results of this
movement were anxiously awaited by the remainder of the force
in camp. Suddenly, about 11 o'clock, a shot from the hilltop
proclaimed that the enemy had discovered the advance of the
assailants. A yell or two from the Burmese was followed by
a short, sharp rattle of musketry, and then the drums and fifes of
the 44th announced that the position was won.

The next morning, as soon as a 6-pounder, dragged up the
hill with much difficulty, had opened fire on the enemy, Brigadier
Richards assaulted the trenches on the adjacent height, whilst
a simultaneous movement was again made against the pass by
Macbean. The enemy now abandoned the hills after a feeble

resistance, and the capital of Arakan fell
ap           "                    into the hands of the British.    The loss

in General Morrison's column during the ten days' fighting amount-
ed to twenty-nine killed ^nd one hundred and thity-seven wounded.